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Message from the President — Al Luke
Friends:
Great meeting in
March. Many thanks to Ferguson for sponsoring our dinner
and training and sincere thanks
to my colleague and friend,
HVAC Foreman at Jiffy Plumbing, Jeff Castle for his detailed
presentation to the MWPHCC
technicians. I could see that
the group enjoyed their connection with Jeff and his Tips of
Trade, taking time for candid
dialogue about our collective
work and work product.
As we all know, attracting new
talent is essential to the future
of the plumbing-heating-cooling

(p-h-c) industry. I want to take
this opportunity to make my
fellow contractors and managers aware of the excellent
training, educational options
and scholarships available for
your staff through our National Office. The PHCC Educational Foundation and its industry partners are teaming
up to identify and provide
scholarship aid to students
pursuing a career in the p-h-c
industry. Students in plumbing or HVAC apprenticeship
programs, INCLUDING the
Foundation's online eLearning program can apply for

scholarships we are awarding
this year. Many contractors do
not push their apprentices to
apply because the company
already pays for the training,
however, a scholarship will
help to offset those training
costs for the company - and
build a sense of accomplishment for the apprentice who
wins! The deadline is May
1st and I hope you take a look
and consider the benefits.
I am looking forward to hearing
Sam Rodriguez and Angelos
Backus from HM Sweeny Co.
present at our next T4 meet-

ing.
From
the write-up
below,
it
l o o k s
great.
We
had an excellent turnout in March
and I hope
we will do the same in
April. Thank you for your support. Let’s make the most of
what our Chapter offers –
networking, team-building,
learning and a chance to kick
back and relax.

April T4 Training

Monthly Meeting

by Angelos Backus & Sam Rodriguez

April 6, 2017


5:00 - Board Meeting



6:00 - T-4 Training



7:30 - Dinner and
General Meeting
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This month’s T4 training is
presented and sponsored by
H.M. Sweeny Co. Presenters
Angelos Backus and Sam
Rodriguez will offer a thorough, easily understood, and
up-to-date instruction for persons entering the plumbing,
heating and air conditioning
business fields.

The Mr. Backus’ concept is a
blend of thermodynamic scientific theory and on-the-job skill
building procedures for a developing technical business person. With more than 40-years
of experience, Angelos Backus
has helped thousands become
acquainted with the industry,
further enhancing their trade
skills, as well as obtaining their
EPA certifications. Mr. Backus’
involvement with
Prince Georges
Community College
enables him to educate and provide
careers in the HVAC
industry to numerous students whose
career paths were
uncertain.

Be ready for a hands-on
presentation on April
6th from 6:00 p.m. – 7:30
p.m. and the Holiday Inn in
College Park. Advanced
registration is requested.
Please call the office or
e-mail Sue
at sue@mwphcc.org
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Regulatory Reform Takes Center
Stage on Capitol Hill

PHCC—National Association has longsupported efforts to reform the regulatory process. That is why we are monitoring with interest the anti-regulatory
movement underway in these first few
months of the new Administration.
While the issue of reform is more conceptual, the details to achieve it via
the political process can be seen in
two recent bills that have been introduced in Congress. PHCC—National
Association has supported similar bills
in the past.

The bills are described below:
The Small Business Regulatory Flexibility Improvements Act of 2017 (HR
33)
This legislation seeks to implement
strong protections to ensure that federal agencies fully consider the impact
of proposed regulations on small businesses.
** Introduced by House Small Business Chariman Steve Chabot R-Ohio.
PHCC — National Association anticipates movement soon.

Regulatory Accountability Act of 2017
(HR5)
This Legislation modernizes the Administrative Procedure Act, which governs how federal government agencies may propose and establish regulations.
**Has already passed the House and
has been received in the Senate.
Visit our national website at:
www.phccweb.org

MWPHCC wants to sincerely thank our partners at Ferguson and
especially Carl Anderson for sponsoring our monthly meeting,
dinner and training. It was a very well-attended meeting and
great networking.
We also thank our Board President, Al Luke and his HVAC foreman, Jeff Castle for a very informative training entitled. Tips of
the Trade”.
Lots of great questions, dialogue and camaraderie at the training. Great job, Jeff!

The MWPHCC was pleased to have
Francis "Butch" McGonegal, PHCC
Zone 2 Director with us for our
March meeting and dinner. Butch,
on the right, was seated next to
MWPHCC's Treasurer, Glenn King
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SAFETY TOOLBOX TALKS:
There’s one hand tool that demands
your respect over many others in the
workplace, a tool that can cut you to
the bone in an instant . . . the utility
knife.
Many workers use utility knives to cut
strapping, puncture shrinkwrap and
open packaging. But one wrong move
and these retractable blades can do
serious harm.
In fact, nearly 40 percent of all injuries
attributed to manual workshop tools in
the US involve knives with retractable
blades.
Many accidents involving utility knives
occur for the following reasons:
• Drawing the knife towards you instead of away from your body.
• Working with a dull blade. (Dull
blades require more pressure, increasing the potential for injury.)
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UTILITY KNIFE SAFETY
•
•
•
•

Trying to cut more than the knife
can handle.
Improperly storing the knife with
the blade extended.
Failing to wear personal protective
equipment.
Neglecting to inspect the tool before use.

There have been cases where workers
have suffered injuries from exposed
blade tips. This is because the blades
did not completely retract into the handle. That’s why it’s important for workers to use the proper size blades or
replace defective retraction mechanisms. Some companies use selfretracting utility knives – the blade
automatically retracts into the handle
when not in use.
Problems also arise when some employees don’t have or can’t find a utility
knife supplied by the company. As a

result, they tend to use whatever is
handy, such as a pocket knife or other
tool with a sharp edge. This can quickly
turn hazardous if the tool slips or is
used incorrectly.
The following are safety precautions to
keep in mind when using utility knives:
• Wear safety glasses to protect your
eyes in case a blade breaks.
• Always use a sharp blade. They are
safer than a dull blade.
• Wear cut resistant gloves and
sleeves (at least Level 3) to protect
your hands and arms.

Utility Knife Safety
•
•

•

•
•
•

(continued from p. 4)

Hand a utility knife to a co-worker
with the handle first.
Use one of the newer model selfretracting blade knives. The technology has increased the safety of
this tool tremendously over the
past several years.
If the application allows, use one
of the new knives with a shielded
knive surface such as the Klever
Kutter or similar.
Consider using a rounded tip blade
if the application allows for such.
Ensure the blades are properly
positioned in the handle before
use.
Keep extremities out of the cutting
path.
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•
•
•
•
•

Don’t apply too much pressure on
the blade.
Follow manufacturer’s instructions
when changing blades.
Don’t use utility knives to pry loose
objects.
Dispose of dull or broken blades in
a puncture-resistant container.
Use of diposable knives with
breakaway blades is not meant for
industrial use. Stay away from
them.

Utility knives are extremely handy on
the job, but they can also be handy in
causing serious injuries.

SAFETY TOOLBOX
TALKS
Safety Toolbox Talks was started
in 2007 as a portal for safety
professionals to share and exchange free safety topic resources . . . specifically Toolbox
Topics, Toolbox Talks and other
free safety resources.
If you're like so many companies
these days, the daily safety
meeting has proven very effective in reminding employees
about the importance of safety
in their daily tasks.
Visist us at
http://safetytoolboxtopics.com/
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At Ferguson, nobody expects more from us than we do. And why
should
they? We’re the ones who set the bar. Who expect more than the industry
standard. From the warehouse to the job site, whatever it takes, we’ll take you
there. Put us to work for you. Visit Ferguson.com.
Ferguson proudly stocks

Beltsville 11730
Baltimore Ave
(240) 264 –3600

©2017 Ferguson Enterprises, Inc. 0217 390022

Page 6

FERGUSON.COM

733

NPE-Advanced
Exclusive ComfortFlow
technology (with buffer tank &
recirculating pump) & 0.97 EF.

NPE-Standard
With the industry’s highest
rated efficiency at 0.98 EF.

NCB-E Series
The first residential combiboiler strong enough to
support whole house
heating and domestic hot
water supply.

NHB - Boiler Only
Advanced burner
system, an industry
leading AFU of 95% and
turn down ratios up to
15:1

800-556-7556 www. harryeklof.com email: info@harryeklof.com
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The e-HV utilizes Xylem’s industry leading
Hydrovar motor mounted variable frequency drive to provide multi-master variable
speed pressure boosting for a variety of
applications:
Pre-engineered and
fabricated packaged
booster systems
designed to transfer
and increase the
pressure of clean
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•
•
•
•
•Hotels, Inns and Resorts
•
•Sports Facilities
•Main water systems
•Rural Water

MWPHCC Welcomes
New Members

Save the Date!
MWPHCC Annual Golf Tournament
Friday, August 25, 2017
Glenn Dale Golf Club
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Elie Safi

Aqua Flow Plumbing

John Davis

Davis Plumbing and
Heating
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HR Topic: Preparing Documents for Termination
HR Express Update, provided by Enquiron
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ranging in size from a modest 80

MBH to an

condensing boilers. We want you to join our family too.
Talk to your local sales representative of
about our products. Ask how you
can tour our
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Metropolitan Washington Association of Plumbing-Heating-Cooling Contractors
President
Al Luke, Jiffy Plumbing & Heating,
301-277-9111
allanluke9111@gmail.com
1st Vice President
Dave Warner, Real Plumbers
301-567-2001
realplumbers@earthlink.net
2nd Vice President
Fred Werth, Kensington Plbg

301-864-1117
mystical.plumber@comcast.net
Secretary
Buck Hudson, CW Hudson Plumbing & Htg

240-375-0185

Treasurer
Glenn King , G.R. King Plbg
301-982-5373
grkingplumbing@comcast.net

Board of Directors

Sergeant at Arms
Charlie Perkins, Beltsville Heating & AC
301-937-6700
cperkbhac@hotmail.com
MWPHCC Auxiliary
Marcia Shapiro, President
301-475-6760
Executive Director
Susan Thompson
(301) 278.2962
sue@mwphcc.org

Carl Anderson 240-264-3600
Jamey Gray
301-953-9370
Steve Heidler
410-268-7191
Gary Markle
202-421-6195
Dick Rhodes
443-561-1692
Otto Seidel
202-397-7000
David Shapiro 301-475-6760
Bill Warshauer 301-924-3500
Laura Warshauer 301-924-3500

To Contact the National PHCC Office
1-800-533-7694 or on the web at
www.phccweb.org

hudplumb@aol.com

We’re on the web! Visit us at www.mwphcc.org or at www.facebook/MWPHCC

Dedicated to the promotion, advancement, education and training of the Industry, for the protection of our environment and the health, safety and comfort of society.

PHCC Mission

MWPHCC
5510 Tuxedo Road
Hyattsville, MD 20781-1318

